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the purpose of the test? Well, according to the official NAPLAN
website.

The Rector
Changes to Support the Move to
the New Queensland Certificate
of Education
In this week’s newsletter is a letter to all
families around some proposed changes
for 2018 as we plan the introduction of the
new Queensland Certificate of Education
for our Year 11 students in 2019. The move to a new senior
assessment and tertiary entrance system is arguably one of the
most significant changes to Queensland education in the last
25 years. The letter addresses:
• A change to the timetable – A move to a five period
day
• A proposal for some shared classes for Year 11
students with Mount Alvernia College

The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding
of how individual students are performing at the time of the
tests. They also provide schools, states and territories with
information about how education programs are working and
which areas need to be prioritised for improvement. NAPLAN
tests are one aspect of each school’s assessment and
reporting process, and do not replace the extensive, ongoing
assessments made by teachers about each student’s
performance.
So, for us here at Padua we will use the the results of the tests
to inform teaching and learning programs. We will use NAPLAN
as a diagnostic tool in combination with other assessments to
plan and implement a curriculum which enables our students
to achieve their best. While we are proud of our results, it is
important to keep NAPLAN in perspective and remember its
purpose. To this end, the best indicator of student academic
performance continues to be the College’s end of semester
report.

• The establishment of a Professional Learning Institute

Padua College students have achieved very good results with
all average test scores being above the National average. I
congratulate all students and staff for their effort during the
week of testing.

• The Year 10 Curriculum

The results are summarised in the table below:

• Proposed changes to Professional Learning Days for
staff – Student Free Days

NAPLAN
Last week’s media stories were around NAPLAN results and
despite some overall improvement in National results, the
overall emphasis from the media was around what schools
were getting wrong. While Queensland recorded some of our
best NAPLAN results, most of the commentators referred to the
weaker writing skills results, especially for older students.
My point here is that we have lost focus on the purpose of
the tests if we allow the media stories to be the only narrative
around NAPLAN. While we are pleased with the overall results
for our boys, it is important to remember that the media hype
around the results is often disproportionate to their overall
significance in the context of a holistic education. So, what is

Padua College Results – Percentage Above the
National Average
Year
Level

Reading

Writing

Spelling

G
&
P

Numeracy

Year
5

8.9

3.7

6.8

6.7 7.1

Year
7

3.9

4.0

1.5

2.0 4.7
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Year
Level

Year
9

Reading

5.0

Writing

6.7

Spelling

1.9

G
&
P

Numeracy

3.1 6.0

Year 12 Formal
I extend my best wishes to the Year 12 boys for their formal
next Tuesday night. I look forward to sharing this important
evening in the school calendar with them. Thanks to the boys
on the formal committee and to Mr Lowrie and Mrs Weston for
their support of the evening.
Peace and all good,
Mr Peter Elmore
Rector

Vice Rector Administration
Year 12 and Special Photos Tuesday August 15
Please note that the Year 12 2017 photo will be taken next
Tuesday August 15 at 9am. All Year 12 students need to be
at school by 8:30am to be in this important photo. Full winter
uniform and blazer are required.
A number of other photos will also be taken on the day
including Sons and Grandsons of Old Boys plus student
leaders. Please see below for the full program.
Mr Simon Stower
Vice Rector Administration

Year 12 and Special Photos Day Timetable –
Tuesday, 15 August
Time

Photo

8.30am

House Guardians, House Captains
and Vice Captains

8.40am

Rector and College Leaders

8.45am

Committee Leaders

8.55am

Eucharistic Ministers

9.00am

Year 12 Photograph

9.20am

Year 12 Catch Up Photos

9.30am

Sons of Old Boys

10.00am Grandsons of Old Boys
10:40am Catch Up Photo Year 10 A and B
Volleyball (Volleyball shorts, white
Padua sports socks, joggers)
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The Chaplain
The philosopher, Kurt Vonnegut Jnr put the
question of happiness succinctly: "What the
hell are people for?" Socrates, grandfather
of Western philosophy, said the crucial
starting point is the quest to discover
wisdom - for him it was the frank admission
of our own ignorance. You see, he was
humble enough to admit that he didn't
possess wisdom, and so he was constantly in pursuit of it.
Confucius wrote, ‘Humility is the solid foundation of all virtues.’
Augustine believed humility was the first, second, and third
most important factor in religion. Some say St. Francis said,
‘True humility is to see yourself as you are seen by God.’
I have often wondered whether those in authority have ever
asked themselves the question, "Has it ever occurred to me
that I may be wrong?" Humility is not timidity, it is not
self-abasement, it is not about putting yourself down, and it
is not about low self-esteem. It is the opposite of haughty
arrogance, and it is a long way from the autocrat, the know-all,
and the icon of absolute certainty.
The word humility comes from the word "humus"- earth, and
a satisfactory and simple way to describe the humble person
is to say that you are a "down- to-earth" type of person. You
honestly know who you are, where you fit in the scheme of
things - no more than you are, and no less than you are.
T.S. Eliot put it well, describing Polonius in "Prufrock":
"No! I am not Prince Hamlet, nor was meant to be.....
(but) deferential, glad to be of use,
Polite, cautious, and meticulous.....
At times, indeed, almost ridiculous
Almost, at times, the Fool."
The seekers of humility have the grace to laugh at themselves
to take themselves seriously, but not too seriously.
Fr John Boyd-Boland ofm

School,
House and
Committee
Committee
Leaders

INITIATIVE
This is not for the lazy, it is not for the comfortable, and it is not
for the conformist. The person with initiative has courage and
daring. He is happy to stand out from the crowd and lead. He
has imagination and foresight.
Think for St. Anthony, our Patron Saint. He leaves the comfort
of his wealthy home, then the security of the Augustinian
Monastery and risked joining the motley crew of the
Franciscans to travel to war ravaged north Africa to convert
the Muslims. He ends up in Assisi at the annual gathering
of the friars and when no other friar volunteers to preach,
he takes the initiative - and so begins his brilliant ministry of
preaching.
Fr John Boyd-Boland ofm

From the Pastoral Care Team
As parents, we often see ourselves as the protectors of our
family. Those in charge of teaching our students, readying them
for life and ensuring we offer support and safety. Our end goal is
to produce healthy, respectful young citizens with strong beliefs
and values, ready to tackle the modern world.
Yet a ‘full protection mode’ of parenting may not necessarily
be the best way of preparing our children to encounter life’s
challenges. Every child needs to be challenged, taken out of
their comfort zone and at times, made to feel uncomfortable.
This notion of raising the bar of expectation may take the form
of opportunities like:
• 30 minutes of extra study per night, for a month
• Giving up a personal possession for a period of time

All Absentee information should come from a parent, guardian
or carer. Students emailing their own absentee information will
not be accepted.

Raising Young Men – Tip of the Week
“Healthy families remind each other of their goodness.
Unhealthy families remind each other of their failings.”
http://www.parentingideas.com.au/
- Michael Grose

Mr Ben Lowrie

• Sacrificing leisure time to help out around the house
• Trying new food
• Attempting a new activity.
Raising expectations for your child through new experiences
allows them to do a little more than they used to and achieve a
little more than they have previously.
At Padua, the students are provided many opportunities to
step outside of their comfort zone and challenge themselves to
personally grow. Last week it was the Year 10 camp, this week
my congratulations go to both the Cross Country Team and
the Cross Country supporters for their extra commitment. Next
week it will be a boy who chooses to complete extra study while
on Exhibition break and the Year 12 gent who is brave enough
to have the first dance with his partner at the Formal. All of these
are important components of a young man’s development and
formation.
Do you challenge your son to step outside his comfort
zone?

Year 10 Camp
As previously mentioned, last week our Year 10 students
completed their annual outdoor education experience.
Encompassing themes of journey and leadership, the boys
were anxious and excited for the 5 days confronting them.
Having spent the first day and a half with these young men
discussing leadership and motivation, I look forward to seeing
our Year 10 group advance through the final stage of their
senior schooling and congratulate them on a successful camp.

Student Absence
In the event a student is absent or is going
to be absent, all families should prioritise
contacting either:
The College Absentee Line: 3857 99 00 or the College
Absentee Email: absent@padua.qld.edu.au

PADUA HATS
We advise there has been quality control issues with many of
the hats supplied in the last 12 months, particularly affecting
boys on the Greccio campus.
The College has changed suppliers of the hats and we are
expecting replacement hats early Term 4 at which time the
faulty hats will be replaced at no cost to parents.

Formation
Dear Padua Families
There once came a time during Jesus’ life here on Earth when
he took three of his best mates on top of a mountain…and that
mountain was called Mt Tabor. There, he dazzled as brightly
as snow, as he conversed with Moses and Elijah. Now, Saint
Peter was one of Jesus’ best mates and was there with him. At
this sight, filled with joy and excitement, and with great humility,
Saint Peter exclaimed: “It is good to be here”
These were the opening words to Michael Guida’s speech
a couple of weeks ago at the Academic Assembly and the
Gospel story at last Sunday’s Mass..
It is good to be here at Padua! The transfiguration event as
witnessed by Jesus’ disciples was like finding a treasure – a
treasure you didn’t know you had. Take a look at the epic
story written by Brazilian author Paolo Coelho The Alchemist.
A young man boy travels the world looking for treasure only to
find it is much closer to him than he ever thought.
Treasures can transform us and that what’s happens at Padua
every day. People are transformed through the treasures of
teaching and learning. By learning about the world and the
things in it, we learn about ourselves. It is good to be here!

Feast of St Clare of Assisi - Friday 11 August
This week the church celebrates the Feast Days of two
extraordinary women – Mary of the Cross Mackillop (Tuesday)
and Clare of Assisi (Friday).
This week we are encouraging as many boys as possible to
come along to this week’s Friday lunch time mass in the
3

Church. St Clare lived for many years after Francis and some
say we know more about St Francis and his spirituality because
of St Clare.

Ignite Youth Conference 2017
Ignite Youth Conference is a national Catholic youth conference
held in Brisbane for adults, students, kids, ministry leaders,
teachers, priests and religious. It is an annual event which
draws participants nationally and internationally. Run over 3 1/
2 days from Thursday 21 September to Sunday 24 September,
the conference program includes keynote speakers, lively
workshops and lots of faith sessions. If any student is interested
in attending Padua is happy to assist with the registration
payment. Some Paduans will be working on a Franciscan stall
at the conference. For further details please phone Mr O’Brien
on 3857 9986 or email mobrien@padua.qld.edu.au

Odoric House Eucharist
This week Odoric celebrates its annual House Eucharist and
supper. These occasions are important ones for each House
and Odoric’s Mass this week is no exception. Sometimes it is
a real struggle for some families to get to their House Eucharist
and for this the College thanks you.

Date Claimer – Kirby Eucharist
Please note this date in your family calendars:
• Kirby House – 24 August
An email invitation has been sent to you and your son. All staff
and students are expected these liturgies. Supper will follow so
please bring a plate to share.

2017 Sacrament of Initiation Mass
At the end of this month a number of boys will receive the
Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation
at a special family mass in the Little Flower Church. This is
a special time in the life of the college as we welcome new
members to our faith community. All the boys have been
receiving special instruction from Fr John for a number of weeks
in the lead up to this liturgy. We wish the boys and their families
all the very best at this time.

‘Pilgrimage 2018’
Interested in joining the group. It’s not too late. Please contact
Mr O’Brien on mobrien@padua.qld.edu.au requesting further
information. Your enquiry does not obligate you in anyway but
will be given a prompt and cheerful reply!

Special Prayers and Intentions
Prayer is a powerful thing. Each week there is always someone
in community in need of them. Please let us know of anyone
you know who is ill, passed away or just needs to know that
others are thinking of them. Names can be sent to
mobrien@padua.qld.edu.au
Mass is offered every Friday where your prayer intentions can
be requested.
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May you have a moment this week to find your treasure,
knowing that it is never very far away!
Peace and all good,
Mr Michael O’Brien

Upcoming House Eucharists
Please note details of the upcoming House Eucharists for:

OP Pathway
Please pray for the sick:
• Mrs Angela Coglan, Mother of Darcy (Year 9); wife of
Mr Coglan (staff)
• Jason Reynoldson
• Nanna Vitale – Our thoughts and prayers are with
Joseph Vitale (Year 6) and the Vitale family
• Thoughts and Prayers are with the Darcy Hoey 6DY
and his family. His cousin, “Jacko” was involved in a
tragic accident which has led to a double leg
amputation.

The Year 11 into Year 12 OP Pathway Parent and Student
Information Evening will take place on August 21 in La Cordelle.
This is an important information session for Year 11 students on
the OP Pathway and their families. This session runs from 7pm
to 8:30pm and covers key information to help Year 11 students
on the OP Pathway transition into Year 12 and prepare for their
final year of schooling. It is expected that all Year 11 students
on the OP Pathway will attend with at least one family member.
Mr Jason Pacey

Please pray for those who have died:

Padua Library

Charles Caulfield – Grandfather to Daniel (Year 12)

Celebrating books

Teaching and Learning
Learning Nest
Is your son taking advantage of the Learning Nest? The
Learning Nest is open every afternoon from 3:15pm to 5:15pm
and is supported by two old boy tutors and a staff member.
The ‘Eagle’ Learning Nest Bulletin is published every Friday and
includes a full list of academic beyond the bell opportunities at
Padua. In the near future, some Saturday opening times will be
announced for both Terms 3 and 4.

Frequently Asked Questions
The Teaching and Learning FAQs page is the source of
information around the Teaching and Learning processes and
expectations at Padua. It can be found under Teaching and
Learning on the College Website or by clicking on the following
link:

The teacher librarians and library staff are busy preparing for the
2017 Book Week celebrations, and below are just a few of the
upcoming activities.
Monday 28th August 2017
Brian Falkner – Author Visit – You are invited…
Renowned author, Brian Falkner will be visiting Padua College
on Monday 28th August.
The energy that Brian brings to his presentations is infectious
and his ability to encourage students to read and write is
fabulous. Our year 5 and 6 students will participate in 2
presentations and join in the Story Sports with Brian between
11am -12.30pm and 1.30- 3pm on August 28.
An evening session is also available from 5.30pm - 7pm in
the Auditorium, following the Learning Nest. We invite Year 7/
8 parents and students to attend the free evening presentation
to hear more about what boys read, participate in a short Q&A
session and buy some of Brian's books.

http://www.padua.qld.edu.au/teaching-and-learning/
curriculum/faq/

Parents wishing to buy Brian's books can do so via his website
BEFORE the day and Brian will have your signed copies
available on the day.

Year 11 into Year 12 Parent and Student
Information Evenings – August 21

http://www.brianfalkner.com/
bookorderform.asp?ordercode=PAD2355

Non-OP Pathway

Friday 1st September 2017

The Year 11 into Year 12 Non-OP Pathway Parent and Student
Information Evening will take place on August 21 in the La
Cordelle. This is an important information session for Year 11
students in both the Vocational and Mixed Pathways and their
families. This session runs from 6pm to 7pm and covers key
information to help Year 11 students on a Non-OP Pathway
transition into Year 12 and prepare for their final year of
schooling. It is expected that all Year 11 students on a Non-OP
Pathway will attend with at least one family member.

Book Week will culminate with the Paduan Book Week Parade
on the Greccio campus, and the teachers are already preparing
their costumes. The Book Week theme is Escape to
Everywhere (because we can do exactly that when we lose
ourselves in the pages of a book). We can't wait to see how
imaginative our teachers and students will be again this year.
We will also offer a number of Book Week activities during
lunchtime, to help remind our boys that real men read for
leisure, fun and for information.
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On the Academic Front
The updated Greccio Library Libguides is now underway, and
we can't wait to hear what the boys think of the new layout.
Libguides is created by our Padua library staff, who curate
information and resources to support research units of work
and provide a one stop shop to the library programs on offer,
such as Accelerated Reader, Clickview, Oliver and CARS &
STARS. Libguides can be accessed through any Padua device,
by going to MyApps and clicking on the Libguides shortcut.

Tuckshop
Roster
14 Aug Deanna Seminara
Caterina Gugliucciello
15 Aug Nicole Duffield
Janine Hennessy
16 Aug EKKA BREAK
17 Aug EKKA BREAK
18 Aug EKKA BREAK
21 Aug Katherine Cruwys
Maddalena Barbour
22 Aug Sheree Napier

Happy studying, everyone.

Alannah Fisk

Yours in books,

23 Aug Anita Gigli

Ms Hochstrasser, Mrs O’Driscoll and Mrs Weber

Belinda Creed

eLearning

24 Aug Katie Harding

STEAM club
This week sees the half way mark of the Lego challenge in
STEAM club. Already one group have begun programming their
robot. As part of our project, each group has to set goals for
each session that they would like to achieve and spend some
time working together to plan how they will achieve these goals.
At the end of each session, reflection questions are given to
the boys in the shared OneNote to enable them to reflect on
their experiences and think about how they have achieved their
goals or ways they can improve for next time.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AbtAWGrlRiU

Class Act 50 Challenge

Often it is the negative aspects of the internet and social media
that we read about. It is important to remember that they also
allow positive interactions between groups and society. This
allows those groups who have a positive influence in society
to reach a much greater audience using social media and the
internet.
This fortnight’s challenge is:
“Tell a friend or family member about the most inspiring thing
you’ve seen online in the last month.” (Respect and
relationships)

Mrs Tanya Anderson
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Cassandra Darcy
25 Aug Elinor Cox
Cate Conghlan

P&F
Dear Parents/Carers
Can you believe we are in August already? Over the next few
months we will all be ramping up activities to get through the
rest of the year, and then start winding down before Christmas.
This is also a time for preparation for the next year – I can’t
believe my son will soon start his transitioning phase of moving
to Assisi campus next year – I remember clearly when we
attended the Padua Open days, and his relief that he didn’t
have to go to the “big campus” yet, as it seemed so daunting
to him. Now, only a few years later, he looks forward to being
at the Assisi campus and continuing his education at Padua
College.
Over the coming months there will be so many activities at
school to attend, and I know how busy we all are, however this
is the time of the year where our boys get to show us some
of what they have learnt and give us lasting memories of their
years at school – it won’t be long until we really don’t know
what is happening in their lives anymore. I see this time of the
year as my reward for sending my son to such an amazing
school. I get to see everything he has done and how much he
has learnt.
I hope to see you all at many of the events in the coming
months. Padua College gives our boys such amazing
opportunities, far more than what I had as a child, and I love that
my son embraces these activities, and to see the end results.

Having said this, I know that there are many parents for whom
attending all these things is difficult for a variety of reasons, and
I certainly appreciate how lucky I am that I can be there for most
of my kids’ events. It was at one of my kids’ events over the
weekend that I started wondering how we can include parents
who can’t attend these events. I know the school already does
a great job of sharing these events on social media and in
newsletters, but was thinking about ways in which we can
improve this even more for parents and carers. If you have any
ideas in how we can do this, please don’t hesitate to contact
me via email on pandfpresident@padua.qld.edu.au
I would love to hear from you.
Yours Sincerely
Mrs Pascale Weir
P&F President

School Snapshots…
A Good Run for Padua
Unparalleled success for Paduans at State Cross Country
Championships
Five current Padua runners have qualified for the Athletics
Australia 2017 Cross Country Championships to be held in
Wollongong on August 26.
Jake Brazel, Riley Brazel, Daniel Paddison, Ned Paddison and
Sam de Waard all gained selection following their outstanding
performances at the QA Cross Country State Championships
at Maleny on July 29. Alex Lloyd, 2016 and 2015 Padua Cross
Country Captain has also secured a berth at Wollongong with
his powerful performance in the under-20s race.

Daniel Paddison has attained the notable accomplishment of
being named in both the Queensland Secondary Schools State
Cross Country team to compete at the Australian School Sport
National Cross Country Championships in Hobart, and the
Queensland Heat team to compete in the Athletics Australia
National Cross Country Championships. Dan will join fellow
Paduan Nathan Powell (15 yrs) in Tasmania from 11-14 August
and will reunite with his brother and other team mates at the
Wollongong Championships on the 26th.
With the AIC Championships coming up on August 9, a new
chapter is about to be written in Padua’s Cross Country history.
We have some very competitive age groups and it is evident
that when you ‘train not to prove but improve’ outstanding
results can be achieved.

Year 7 Annual Science Fair
On Wednesday 26 July, 2017 the Year 7 students took part
in the Annual Science Fair. The Year 7 students have been
investigating Fair Testing and have conducted their own
experiments which were displayed to the community. The boys
have worked extremely hard on their experiments and the day
proved to be a successful showcase of the talented scientific
minds we have at Padua College.
Mr Dallas Moffat

First XV Dinner 2017
Our 2017 First XV players and parents recently celebrated the
AIC Rugby Season at a Celebration Evening held on 28 July.
Congratulations to the following players on their awards:
Fr John Boyd Boland Player of the Year – Hudson
Creighton
1st XV Best and Fairest Robert Out Shield – Harrison Fox
1st XV Best Forward – Ben Bath
1st XV Best Back – Danny Heenan
Contribution to Rugby – Tom Best

Head Coach, Cerene Hughes, was overwhelmed by the results.
“This is what we have been working towards for the last five
years. Our plan was to build each age group and we are now
seeing this come to fruition.”
2017 Co-Captains, Jake and Riley Brazel have been involved in
the Cross Country program at Padua since they were in Year
5. Now in their senior year, they can reflect on their time as
committed members of the team. “We just want to enjoy our
last year and not worry about being nervous. We love the sport
and can’t believe that our time at Padua is nearly over.”

Year 8 Geography Excursion to North
Stradbroke Island

Having received confirmation of Riley qualifying for the QLD
team, Padua claims a feat that few other schools in the state,
let alone the nation have achieved.
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Year 9 Geography Excursion to Northey Street
City Farm

Community

Padua Football Tour UK/Spain – April 2019
For current Year 9 and 10 students who are interested,
there will be an information evening held at Padua College
on Monday, 21 August at 6:30pm. Please see the
attached flyer for further information or contact Mr
Michael Out for further details mout@padua.qld.edu.au
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http://www.padua.qld.edu.au/news-and-events/
school-events-calendar/detail/34334

http://padua.qld.edu.au/news-and-events/
school-events-calendar/detail/34387
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http://www.architectforaday2017.eventbrite.com.au/

QCMF – Queensland Catholic Schools and
Colleges Music Festival 2017

Please click on the attached links below to access
information relating to the upcoming QCMF 2017 Festival
being held August 17-20:
https://qcmf.com.au/guest-information-sheet/
https://qcmf.com.au/parking-information/
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Brook community and celebrate your child’s discoveries
and learning. Enquire today to organise a centre visit and
meet the Book family.
http://thebrookchildcare.com.au/

The Brook Early Education and Care
At The Brook, we believe each child is like a precious
seedling, we must water their natural curiosity and
together with their families support them to blossom into
unique and strong individuals. Become a part of The
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Thanks to ATM2go for their generous involvement at the
2017 Confraternity Shield Carnival.
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