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The Rector
College Goals in 2017
Like many of you, over the Christmas break I reflected on the
year that was, and thought ahead to how 2017 was going to
be better. None of us plan to have a year that is worse than the
one just gone. Although the well-publicised gradual decline in
gym attendance is not a good indicator of the success of our
holiday goal setting, research does support that there is more
success, if we record and name our annual goals.
In schools, we introduce students to the power of goal setting
by asking them to reflect on the previous year and to write goals
as they begin their academic year. These goals can act as both
a guide and motivator. Likewise, as a College we begin the year
with much optimism as we look to build on the successes of
2016 with our goals for 2017.
At the Board meeting on Thursday night, I presented the
College’s Annual Action Plan for 2017. The Action Plan outlines
our goals, the supporting professional learning for staff, some
strategies, and finally some indicators of our success in
attaining our goals. Naming these goals cultivates a
collaborative culture and provides clarity around our purpose.
As a staff, we will work together to ensure that we deliver on
the goals in the Annual Action Plan as we continue the growth
story of Padua College. I have included a copy of our Annual
Action Plan below. You will see that many of the goals represent
a continuation or deepening of initiatives that were underway in
2016 and before.
In 2017 we will also work on creating a new Strategic Plan for
the College in 2017. Over the course of the year parents, staff,
and students will have the opportunity to have input into the
Strategic Plan. The new Strategic Plan will guide our College
goals for the life of the plan. I look forward to working with
the College Board, staff, students and parents in the coming
months in the formation of this plan.

Email: admin@padua.qld.edu.au
Phone: 07 3857 9999
Fax: 07 3857 9988

Our Year 12 Leaders have certainly named their vision and
goals for 2017. They have all made a positive start to their
leadership and have named their plan in the creation of a
video. Their leadership this year will be guided by their motto
– ‘Honouring the past, inspiring the present and shaping the
future’. A copy of this video is available via the link below.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MiIkScELngk

Building a Culture of Growth through Resilience
Nobody wants to, or sets out to fail. We live in a world that
is quick to judge those who have supposedly failed, and often
too quick to glorify those who have tasted success. The
mainstream media has certainly conditioned us to define the
world in terms of winners and losers.
For many parents, there is a temptation to view school results
in the same way. We expect that the best we can hope for as
we begin the school year is to see at the end of the semester,
an academic report that shows all As. However, while it is
natural to want the best for our children, expecting perfection
can sometimes be to the detriment of the growth of the child.
Sometimes parents don’t want to allow their child to experience
the challenge associated with failure or disappointment. While I
know it’s not always easy to convert your child’s struggles into
blessings, we do them no favours if we never allow them to
experience disappointment.
I was reminded of this at a recent meeting when a school
principal told me a story about a teacher returning assignments
during a History class. After handing back the marked
assignments, the teacher was surprised when a student in the
class gave her a mobile phone. The teacher asked who was on
the phone, to which the student replied, “It’s my mum, and she
wants to know why I got a C and not an A.”
At the College, we have been focusing on developing a Growth
Mindset in our students. While we don’t want students to set
out to fail, we also know that we can learn a lot from mistakes
and ventures that didn’t go to plan. History is full of successful
people who have experienced failure or disappointment at
some time in their career. At our opening Sports Assembly,
Mr. Maguire highlighted some of these well-known people who
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have used their failures as opportunities to become better.
While we are often comfortable dealing with disappointment
and challenge in the sporting arena, having a Growth Mindset
is even more applicable to the learning environment.
Training students to think differently about challenges is an
important part of growth and the creation of lifelong learners.
The Resilience Project will begin this journey for our Year 5 and
6 boys in Week 8 of this term.
http://theresilienceproject.com.au/
Building on the work from the Resilience Project, our Year
7 boys begin a program called Unleashing Personal Potential
this week. This weekly program further develops the boys’
resilience and Growth Mindset as they begin their high school
studies.
These dedicated programs are examples of the ways we build
the capacity of our boys to enter a world that is sometimes
less caring than we would like. This aside, ultimately we want
our boys to leave school with the capacity to, in the words of
John (10.10), have ‘a life lived in all its fullness’. Thinking with a
Growth Mindset may involve some of the language contained in
the brochure below.

My Good News Story for the Week
Well there were certainly lots of worthy events and stories for
inclusion in this section of my report. The 4ths Volleyball boys
continue their undefeated march for glory, the Year 9 leaders
were outstanding in their support of the Year 5-8 Swimming
Carnival and the Leaders’ Video is exceptional. However, my
good news story goes to Will Simpson in Year 7.

The Chaplain
Since 2010 Padua has invited boys to a
Pilgrimage to the Franciscan sites of Italy Rome, Greccio, La Foresta, Assisi, Florence
and Venice. The notion of pilgrimage has
been an integral aspect of the Christian
journey, initially to Jerusalem, and the Holy
Land, then Rome, Compostela, and
Canterbury.
The Catholic spiritual tradition has long focused on the
pilgrimage as a spiritual journey that can bring the pilgrim closer
to God. I am conscious of the need for the boys to distinguish
between being a tourist and being a pilgrim- although they are
a bit of both. While the tourist flits from place to place, often
untouched by the experience, the pilgrim focuses not only on
the destination but also on the journey itself, and those they
travel with. Depth not distance is the goal. A vital ingredient
of our pilgrimage is that the boys are together, sharing the
experiences, making new friends and reflecting together on the
spiritual dimension of the journey. But it is more than praying
in grand churches, it is also immersing oneself in local food,
festivities and music.
Of no small consequence is the fact that all parts of the human
being are affected in pilgrimage. Senses are heightened as
the boys breathe in the air of Assisi, as they walk around the
gardens of La Foresta, or stroll from Assisi to the San Damiano
Chapel. Then gazing in awe and wonder and marvelling at the
architecture of the Duomo in Florence, or the Basilica of St.
Peter’s, as the boys climb to the top of the cupolos - and
appreciate these works inspired by the fervour of religion.
Many of the boys have found moments of deep and interior
meaning as they visit the tombs of St. Francis or St, Anthony.
Of course their delighting in Italian food- the pasta, pizzas, and
coffee is essential!! Meeting the locals and having a stab at
Italian enriches their experience.
Encountering so many other pilgrims in these holy places, we
are reminded that we worship in a global faith community.

I spoke with Will on the sidelines at the AFL on Saturday and
Will told me that he was going home to make candles to raise
funds for charity. In Will’s words:
“Throughout my life, I have enjoyed helping others and donating
to charity. My school has helped me develop this interest
through the fundraising we do to help the underprivileged. I
have decided that I would like to give in a greater way”.
Will’s story is a great reminder to us all of the power of example
and the often untold stories that build the community and the
ethos of Padua College. If you wish to support Will’s work,
please email him via admin@padua.qld.edu.au at the College.
I understand that funds raised are going to Ronald McDonald
House.
Peace and all good,
Peter Elmore
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Finally, getting away enables us to get into the mental space
of self-reflection and prayer that we often can’t do in our usual
routine and surroundings. We come to know ourselves a little
better, and maybe even meet God on the journey.
Fr John Boyd Boland

FRATERNITY
This year Padua hosts the Rugby League CONFRATERNITY
CARNIVAL. This word “Confraternity” comes from the word
FRATERNITY. St Francis spoke about his friars as a fraternity
- a group of brothers, related not by blood, but by their desire
to live “according to the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ.” A
group with a similar world vision, committed together to live
and preach the Gospel as the Good News of Jesus Christ,
through both deed and word.
They were to live together, and pray together, caring for one
another, and reaching out in service, especially to the poor
and lepers.
We at Padua are a fraternity. We live together as “family”,
caring for one another, with a common vision and common
expectations- striving to be disciples of Jesus Christ, and
being together as loyal and trusting friends with a spirit of
courtesy and respect for all.

inspires him. You can then advocate for him and
encourage his creativity and critical thinking.
8. Don’t Think for Him – Let him decide (within reason
of course) what is appropriate for him. Allow him to
fail and succeed.
9. Teach Him Stress Management - Allow him to
understand and manage stress, rather than remove
it, will better prepare your young man to deal with
stressful situations.
10. Teach Him to Trust His Instincts – Help him
develop identity by trusting his instincts and
becoming a better decision-maker.
By encouraging your son to become a critical thinker, you
may enhance his prospects of making preventative, informed
decisions as opposed to engaging in risk taking,
peer-pressured behaviour.
http://raisinggreatmen.com/

Brainstorm Productions

From the Pastoral Care Team
Earlier in this edition of The Bulletin, Mr Elmore spoke of the
importance of our students developing resilience and having
a growth mindset as they learn. Experience would also tell us
that the modern youth is increasingly in need of affirmation
(likes and tweets). Like teens of the past, they are also still
highly susceptible to risk-taking behaviour and easily influenced
by their peers. As parents, how do we teach our children to
be resilient, to consider cautious behaviour and to avoid peer
pressure?
While the answer is challenging, consideration should be given
to helping your son become a critical thinker. Marie
Roker-Jones of The Good Men Project recently suggested
the following 10 tips to teach your son to engage in critical
thinking:
1. Encourage Questions – Don’t simply provide the
answers. Encourage your young man to challenge his
thinking and engage in conversation.
2. Don’t Criticize – Criticizing your young man may
lower his self-esteem. Always correct, but find an
alternate way to do it.
3. Respect Your Young Man’s Opinion – Boys who
are confident in expressing their opinion may be less
likely to succumb to peer pressure.
4. Teach Your Young Man to Embrace Diversity – A
well-informed boy will understand and respect other
people’s values.
5. Allow Him to Set Personal Boundaries – Boys
need personal space. Allow him to establish and
manage his own boundaries.

As part of the College’s Anti-Bullying Strategy, each year Padua
engages the services of Brainstorm Productions. Brainstorm
are a travelling theatre company who perform to students
across Australia on topics associated with anti-bullying and
building strong interpersonal relationships. This week the Year
6 and Year 7 students will watch presentations titled ‘Verbal
Combat’ and ‘Being Brave’.
Families are encouraged to engage in conversation with their
boy about what they have learned at the presentation this
Friday.

Save the Date
Brett Lee – Internet Safety and Education
7:00pm March 7
La Cordelle, Padua College

ROBLOX – Online Gaming
Recently the internet safety company ‘Family Zone Cyber
Safety’ published a series of articles advising parents of some
concerns regarding the online game Roblox. It has become
apparent that there a number of students, across all ages at
Padua who play Roblox. All families are encouraged to please
talk to their boys and have conversations around the use of this
game.
Family Zone Cyber Safety is an internet safety blog that reviews
online games and offers advice for families on internet safety.
https://www.familyzone.com/blog

6. Establish a Nurturing Environment – Remind him
regularly that you love him and support him. Allow
him to feel respected.
7. Understand His Thought Process – Understand
how your son learns, his capabilities and what
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Term 1 Mission Focus – The Little Kings
Movement

Swimming Carnival Years 5-8

Last week the official Collector’s Kits for the Little King’s
Movement’s Annual Appeal were distributed. Parents on the
Assisi Campus received an email from me last week explaining
what is expected. There are still more kits available and so we
are encouraging more boys to grab a kit this week as well.
Some classes take this project on as a whole class activity
which is great.

Reminder: Term 1 Casual Dress Day Friday 17
March
All proceeds to go to the 2017 Little Kings
Appeal

Swimming Carnival Years 9-12
Thank you for your support.

2017 Inaugural Eucharist

Formation
Dear Families of Padua
Are you ‘holy’? Would you describe yourself as being ‘holy’?
I bet not! This week’s scriptures challenge us with this very
question in mind. As Australians, we don’t think like this – it’s
not in our DNA to consider ourselves to be holy people. But
that’s where we are wrong. Holiness is as much an attitude as
it is practice or state of mind. When we strive to live the Gospel
in our own way we are living holy lives. As the words to our
Opening Song at this week’s Inaugural Eucharist remind us”
“With our ears, and eyes, and hands, and lips and minds and
hearts. We live the gospel.”

Ash Wednesday and the Season of Lent
On Wednesday 1 March the Church begins its annual
observance of Lent with Ash Wednesday. On that day staff and
students will participate in a ‘Liturgy of Ashes’ during day where
each person will receive the sign of ashes on their foreheads.
This is an ancient custom that symbolised the beginning of a
period of repentance and reflection. Ash Wednesday begins our
preparation for Easter. Every boy is able to receive the Ashes.

On Thursday of this week Padua formally began its academic
year with the Inaugural Eucharist. Fr Phillip Miscamble ofm,
Provincial Minister of the Franciscan Friars led this liturgy. This
is the first time he has done this since his election as Provincial
Minister in October 2016. At this Eucharist Mr Peter Elmore was
installed as the 8th Rector of Padua succeeding Mr Bob Out.
As well, Fr Phillip commissioned the College’s 2017 Special
Eucharistic Ministers. These Year 12 boys will assist with this
task at all our College Eucharists during the year and play an
important role in other liturgical events from time to time.

2018 Italy Pilgrimage
Following four very successful Franciscan Pilgrimages to Italy
I am seeking interest in families wishing for their son to
participate in the 2018 Pilgrimage. This 16-day Pilgrimage to
Italy stops at Venice, Padua, Florence, Assisi, Greccio and
Rome during which time we visit sites of particular Franciscan
interest. In past pilgrimages we have been in Assisi for the Feast
Day of St Francis on 4 October.
A number of families have already indicated their interest to me
late last year and so I put the call out for expressions of interest
again. If you would like more information or to simply put your
name on an email list please contact me, Michael O’Brien on
3857 9986 or email mobrien@padua.qld.edu.au.
As the end of summer draws near and we prepare for our
journey towards Easter may you lead lives that are holy each
and every day.
Peace and all good to each and every one of you.

Reminder: Wednesday 1 March is Ash
Wednesday

Michael O’Brien

Teaching and Learning
Frequently Asked Questions Page on the
College Website
Every year there are questions about what processes apply in
terms of assessment, homework, etc. The Frequently Asked
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Questions page on the College website is the central source of
Teaching and Learning information for families. It lists a range of
questions that parents may need answered and by clicking on
the question, you are linked directly to the answer.
http://www.padua.qld.edu.au/teaching-and-learning/
curriculum/faq/

Parent Information Nights
Parent Information nights for parents with boys in Years 5, 6,
7 and New Students have taken place in the last few weeks
and I would like to thank all of those parents who both attended
and who sent their apologies. These evenings are a great way
to find out more about what is happening in your son’s life
at school and more importantly, are a great way to support
your sons with their journey at Padua. Year 8 and Year 10 will
have Subject Selection Parent Evenings in Term 3. These are
designed to give parents the information they need to assist
their sons with the subject selection process. Information
regarding subject selections are currently available on the
College Website in the Teaching and Learning Section under
the relevant tab for 5-9 or 10-12.

Recognition for Outstanding Achievement
As mentioned in the previous Bulletin, the Academic Assembly
for Semester 2, 2016 results was held on Thursday February 9.
Thank you to the many parents who attended to support their
son as the College community recognised academic success
at Padua. A special thanks must go to our guest speaker, 2016
College Dux, Sean Oudenryn. Sean spoke about his journey,
the many people who helped him along the way and about the
concept of finding motivation to do something that sometimes,
you don’t really want to do. A full list of Academic Award
Winners for Semester 2, 2015 is available via the following link:

E Learning
Collaboration Room
Our new collaboration room has become quite popular with
students and teachers alike. The focus of the room is to allow
small group work and collaboration on tasks, allowing students
to compare their work with others and facilitate discussions
around why or how those differences exist.

Yr 10 Maths students
Feedback from some students in Year 11 Study of Religion
“We got to rotate through different activities, so that everyone
would eventually have done the same work by the end.”
“Today’s lesson was incredibly interactive and social. I found it a
good learning experience as we could all quickly and efficiently
compare each other’s findings.”
“I enjoyed our lesson in SBC4 today as the room allowed for
collaborative work and provided a laid back and casual aspect
that made it easier for me to learn.”

OneNote Champions

http://www.padua.qld.edu.au/assets/Teaching-and-Learning/
Teaching-and-Learning-General-Documents/
Assessment-Documents/
2016-Academic-Award-Recipients-Semester-2.pdf

Last week, the College OneNote Champions spent some time
with our Microsoft Partner to share ideas and gather new ways
we can integrate this program into our teaching and learning
practices at Padua. Your son will be using OneNote in some
form or another in most of his subjects this year. This allows
students to collaborate through the Collaboration space,
access additional resources provided by teachers and receive
real-time feedback on work completed both in class and at
home.

Term 1 Exam Timetables for Years 11 and 12

On the horizon

Term 1 Exam Timetables for Years 11 and 12 will be published
on the College Website at the link below in the next few weeks.
Students in Years 11 and 12 are only required at school when
they have an exam but the MPR will be open every period as a
study room.

This week Year 5 and 6 students will be given the opportunity
to spend one lunch time a week working on Scratch
(programming) projects. I look forward to sharing ideas with the
boys and seeing their creativity and programming skills.

http://www.padua.qld.edu.au/teaching-and-learning/
assessment-and-academic-achievements/exam-timetables/

Please Note
All Year 11 and 12 students are expected back in class for
normal lessons in Week 9. Term 2 work will begin in Week
9 and thus it is essential that they are both at school and
prepared to work.

Mr Jason Pacey

Year 5 and 6 will also be given the opportunity to sign up to
the Bebras Programming Challenge. This competition is offered
annually in partnership with CSIRO. If your son has expressed
an interest in competing this year, he will bring home
information this Friday.
https://www.bebras.edu.au/
Tanya Anderson

Library
Padua Library - Assisi branch
During the Christmas break, we continued to update the Assisi
library spaces, to improve our facilities and increase student
access. With the reconfiguration of the library spaces to
separate out the two Commune areas; new mobile shelving
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and the introduction of new innovative seating such as the pie
tables, sit/stand stools and café-style booth seating, we now
have even more seats for our boys to occupy before school and
during the breaks.
Part of the reasoning behind developing a range of different
spaces was to cater for different uses, such as games, silent
study, quiet reading and small or large group work. The library
continues to be popular during breaks, and it has been great
to see increasing numbers of boys finding the space that best
suits them.
Manga club, Makerspace and Senior Bookclub (with Mt
Alvernia) will continue in 2017, and we look forward to sharing
more about these offerings soon.
Chantal Hochstrasser

Our RSL student liaisons were announced at the last College
assembly. I would like to congratulate Artie Stower and Riley
Clarke for representing the College in 2017 and building on the
strong relationship our school has with the Kedron-Wavell RSL
Sub Branch. This year the KWRSL sub branch will be taking
several students to attend the 2017 Canberra Anzac Day Dawn
Service.

Social Sciences Update
It has been a very busy but exciting start to the year and it
is through the efforts and professionalism of the staff that our
students can enjoy an engaging Social Sciences curriculum.
On February 10, year 8 students were treated to a hands-on
display of medieval life hosted by Living History Australia. The
College has established a long-term relationship with the
company which continues to deliver an engaging program. This
involved two half-day workshops. From all accounts the boys
enjoyed having the opportunity to experience what it was like to
be a knight, an inquisitor, or live like a lowly peasant.
Our year 6 students are currently studying immigration and on
20 February they watched a stage presentation focussing on
immigration experiences since post-WWII. Our boys now have
a renewed sense of appreciation for the rights and freedoms
cherished in Australia. Sincere thanks must go to Troubie
Presentations.
The year 7 cohort is currently studying ancient civilisations.
The boys were immersed in a presentation on Ancient Rome
which told the story of a Roman plebeian and covered many
significant aspects of Roman life.
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I would like to wish all our students the best of luck for their
upcoming assessment and I thank them for their commitment
to their studies in the Social Sciences faculty.
Ben Sitarz

Padua College Basketball Tour Fundraiser
at Bunnings.
The Padua Basketball Tour will be running the Bunnings
Sausage Sizzle at Stafford on Sunday 5th March. Planning to
visit Bunnings in the near future? Please drop on down on
Sunday the 5th March and grab a sausage to support the
tour. Hope to see you there.

Tuckshop
27 February Deanna Semindar
Caterina Guliuccello
28 February Nicole Duffield
Janine Hennessy
1 March

Renay Green
Leanne Simpson

2 March

Allison Villanova
Gabriel Chirico

3 March

Elinor Cox
Cate Conghlan

6 March

Katherine Cruwys
Maddalena Barbour

7 March

Sheree Napier
Alannah Fisk

8 March

Anita Gigli
Belinda Creed

9 March

Katie Harding
Cassandra Darcy

10 March

Julia-Ann Janson

I would also like to thank all the volunteers who helped out on
the night with serving drinks and offering nibbles to the parents.
This was most definitely a very successful event, the first of
many, hopefully this year.
Just a reminder to all parents that the first P & F meeting will be
held on 13 March – please put this in your calendar.
As always, if you have any suggestions or questions for the P
& F, please don’t hesitate to email us on
pandf@padua.qld.edu.au – we appreciate all constructive
feedback and suggestions.
Yours Sincerely
Pascale Weir
President
Padua P & F

Megan Bergman

P&F
Dear Parents
On Friday, 3 February we had our first P & F event of the year
– the annual Padua Welcome Night for new Parents. What a
truly beautiful evening we had – a glorious Summer evening, we
had a great turnout and I have to say, I met some lovely new
parents on the night. It was great to hear how well the boys
were adjusting to their new school.
The Honourable Dr Anthony Lynham kindly donated a gift
basket, which we gave to a lucky Mum and Dad on the night as
a “door prize”.
I would like to thank Mr Peter Elmore for attending the event,
and for the opportunity this gave the parents to meet and have
a chat with Mr Elmore.

The new 2017 | 2018 Entertainment Books
are coming soon!
Order your new 2017|2018 Entertainment ™ Membership
today to receive up to $120 in Early Bird Offers!
Choose from the traditional Entertainment™ Book or the NEW
Entertainment™ Digital Membership, which puts the value of
the Book into your iPhone or Android smartphone!
Each membership has hundreds of 50% off and 2-for-1 offers
for restaurants, cafés, attractions, hotels, shopping, groceries
and travel and contain over 2,000 offers that you can use
whenever you like until 1st June 2018.
PLUS, PADUA P&F retains 20% of the price of every
Membership sold which goes towards P&F College projects.
http://www.entbook.com.au/225638k
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
Bronwyn Crisp (College Reception – 3857 9999)
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Community

WWL helps needy mothers – often victims of Domestic
Violence & Refugees who often have NOTHING.
We are always most grateful for prams and Car Seats –
suitable for new babies.
We have helped over 100 Mothers last year.
Please ring Colleen ph 32631200 or 0402065167 or
Nancy ph 3862 7165
We can collect items if necessary.

MOLLYS HOUSE 10TH BIRTHDAY
Come and celebrate all past and present families of
Mollys House our 10th Birthday
WHEN: SUNDAY 26TH MARCH 2017 3-5 PM
WHERE: MELROSE PARK, WOOLOOWIN
WHAT: Free Sausage Sizzle, Face Painting,
Jumping Castles, Ruby the Red Ice Cream Truck
Bring your picnic rug, picnic food and drink for your
family and enjoy a catch up with past families
RSVP: letitia@mollyshousekedron.com.au

Walking with Love (Aspley Care) is in urgent need of two
cots for a mum expecting twins.
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