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CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Postal 
address 

PO Box 111, Kedron QLD 4031 

Phone 07 3857 9999 

Email admin@padua.qld.edu.au 

Webpages Additional information about Padua is located on the Padua 
College Website 

 

OUR SCHOOL AT A GLANCE 

 

Single sex Boys 

Independent Catholic 
School 

Padua College is the only school in Australia under 
the care of the Order of Friars Minor.  Inspired by 
the teachings of St Francis (1182-1226), the 
Franciscan Friars established Padua College as a 
school to cater for boys from Years 5 to Year 12.   

Year levels offered in 2021 5-12 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE STUDENT BODY 

 

https://padua.qld.edu.au/
https://padua.qld.edu.au/
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The School 
 

The spirit of Padua flows from the founder of the Franciscan order, St Francis of Assisi (1182-1226). 

Padua College strives to be a Christian community, and a place of affirmation and acceptance, where 

students are encouraged to strive to their personal level of excellence. 

AIMS 

The College’s major aim is to provide the young men with an education, which is not only Catholic 

but also distinctively Franciscan. Hence, we try to operate not so much as an institution but rather as 

a faith community living out Gospel values and placing an emphasis on the Franciscan charism. We 

emphasise the value of each individual and aim at providing an education which is both relevant and 

personal. 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Inspired by the life of St Francis, Padua College is a Catholic school community in which the Gospel 

values of joy, courtesy, humility, simplicity, and peace are fostered. The Padua community aims to 

offer an academic and social environment of security and affirmation that assists the boys in their 

growth in self-worth, wisdom and quiet strength, enabling them to contribute positively as 

committed Christians in the world. 

Within this context, Padua College strives to maximize each individual’s attainment of excellence, 

while fostering his responsibility to our community as well as the wider global community. In simple 

terms, the Mission Statement for Padua College is: 

To provide a supportive community committed to the dynamic education of young men, whose 

individuality, spirit and achievements are nurtured through a proud Catholic and Franciscan ethos. 

In this spirit we commit ourselves to: 

Building a caring Christian community, which will educate the whole person. 

Encouraging members of the community to regularly pray together and celebrate in liturgy. 

Respecting the needs of each person, offering joy, peace, warmth and welcome. 

Pursuing a dynamic curriculum that draws upon and develops the individual talents of a 

student leading him to grow in wisdom and knowledge.  

Promoting family commitment and involving parents in the life of the school. 

Fostering effective communication between all members of the College in order to facilitate 

closer working relationships. 

Nurturing a school spirit and pride that permeates all aspects of College life. 
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Distinctive Curriculum Offerings 

Curriculum at Padua 2022 

 

From Years 5-12, Padua College organizes its curriculum according to the following nine key learning 

areas: 

Religious Education Health and Physical Education 

English Languages other than English 

Mathematics The Arts 

Science Business and Technology 

Social Sciences  

 

 

While Padua operates a whole school model, it has three distinct phases of learning designed to ensure 

that age-appropriate education occurs at each phase based on the learning needs of each phase. The 

three phases are Junior, Middle and Senior. This allows all students to access a broad, general 

education up to the end of Year 9 and then transition into their own targeted pathway for the Senior 

Phase of their education and training. 

In the Senior Phase of the Curriculum at Padua, students select a Learning Pathway based on their 

post-school preferences with each student undertaking 6 subjects.  Subject offerings at Padua include 

General (ATAR) subjects, Applied (non-ATAR) subjects or a range of vocational courses both on and off 

campus. The subject combinations taken by students will depend on their chosen post-school 

pathway.  Some students may also include other specialist courses or training programs, such as those 

available in Music, Speech and Drama. Thus, the senior phase of schooling at Padua can prepare a 

student for university entrance, an option of many of our students, further study at TAFE or the 

workforce, including a variety of trades. 
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KEY LEARNING AREAS 

Religious Education 
Religious Education 
Religion & Ethics (R&E) 
Study of Religion (SOR) 
Catholic Studies 

 
Years 5-10 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 

Social Sciences 
History 
Geography 
Ancient History 
Modern History 
Economics 
Legal Studies 
 

 
Years 5-10 
Years 5-12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 10-12 
Years 11 & 12 

Mathematics 
Mathematics 
General Mathematics 
Mathematics Methods 
Specialist Mathematics 
Essential Mathematics 
STEM Extension 

 
Years 5-10 
Years 10-12 
Years 10-12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 10-12 
Years 8 & 9 
 

Languages 
English 
General English 
Literature 
Essential English 
Japanese 

 
Years 5-10 
Years 10-12 
Years 10-12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 5-12  

Industrial Technology & Design 
Industrial Technology 
Design 
Building & Construction 
Certificate I Construction  
Certificate II Engineering 
Pathways 
Certificate II Electrotechnology 
Certificate III Engineering (CAD) 
Furnishing Studies 
Engineering Studies 

 
Years 7-10 
Years 7-12 
Years 11 & 12 
Year 12 
Years 11 & 12 
 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
 

Business and Technology 
Business Studies 
Certificate III Business 
Digital Technologies  
Information, Communication and 
Technology (ICT) 
Digital Solutions 
Accounting   
Certificate III Business                                    
Diploma in Business 

 
Years 7-9 
Years 10 & 11 
Years 5-9 
 
Years 10-12 
Years 10-12 
Years 10-12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 

Science 
Science 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 
Psychology 
STEM 
STEM Extension 
 

 
Years 5-10 
Years 10-12 
Years 10-12 
Years 10-12 
Years 11 & 12 
Year 7 
Years 8 & 9 
 

Vocational Education 
Traineeships / Apprenticeships 
Work Placement 
Fitness Certificate  
Business Certificate 
Construction Certificate 
Engineering Certificates 
Electrotechnology Certificate 
Diploma in Business 
Hospitality Certificate 
Aviation Certificate 
 

 
Years 10-12 
Years 10-12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 11 & 12 
Years 10-12 

The Arts 
Music 
Extension Music 
Drama 
Film, TV & New Media (FTV) 
Art 
Visual Art 
Visual Arts in Practice 
 

 
Years 5-12 
Year 12 
Years 7-12 
Years 10-12 
 
Years 5-9 
Years 10-12 
Years 11 & 12 

Health and Physical Education 
HPE 
PE 
Recreation Studies 
Cert III in Fitness 
Cert 1 Recreation 

 
Years 5-9 
Years 10-12 
Years 10-12 
Years 11 & 12 
Year 10 
 

Pastoral Care 
Pastoral Care 
Strength and Conditioning 
 

 
Years 5-12 
Years 7-9 
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THE STUDENTS  

ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC ACTIVITIES 

 

  

Mathematics, English, Computing, Science, Chemistry, Geography, 
Economics, FTV competitions  

Years 5-12 

Readers’ Cup Year 8 

Maths Team Challenge Year 8 

Junior Space Design Competition (JSDC) Years 5-8 

Australian Space Design Competition (ASDC) Years 9-12 

UQ Future Leaders Years 11 & 12 

Griffith Emerging Leaders Years 11 & 12 

ACU Emerging Leaders Years 11 & 12 

ACER Testing Years 5 - 8 

The Learning Nest Years 7-12 

Extension enrichment Activities and Competitions Years 5 - 12 

Concert Band, Strings Band, Percussion Band, 

Guitar, Choir 

Primary Years 5-6 

Percussion Ensemble, Vocal Ensemble, Junior 

Strings, Intermediate Strings, Senior Strings, 

Chamber Strings, Intermediate Big Band, 

Senior Big Band, Vocal Ensemble, 

Intermediate Concert Band, Senior Concert 

Band 

Secondary 

Years 7-12 

Qld Catholic Colleges’ Music Festival  
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CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOCIAL OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 

Franciscan Appeal for Timor-Leste Years 5-12 

Rosie’s Street Van Years 10-12 

RSL Liaison with Kedron-Wavell Services Years 9-12 

Good Samaritans Year 10 

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal Years 5-12 

Emmanuel City Mission Years 10-12 

Christmas Food Hampers Years 5-12 

Various Charities Years 5-12 

Lord Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council Year 10 

 

 

  

Dance lessons with Mt Alvernia plus a Social Years 7 & 8 

Debating Years 6-12 

Public Speaking Year 5 

FCIP Performances – May Fair, QYMA, QCMF, OLA Fete, and 

Rock Symphony 

Years 10-12 

Senior Formal Year 12 

Semi-Formal Year 11  

Surf Trip Years 10-12 

Year 5 & 6 Dance with St Anthony’s Years 5 & 6 

Theatresports    Years 9-12 
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VALUE ADDED 

Padua College has two campuses – Primary (Years 5–6) and Secondary (Years 7–12), with three 

distinct phases of learning: The Belonging Phase – Years 5 and 6; The Becoming Phase – Years 7 to 9; 

and, The Being Phase – Year 10 to 12. Both campuses operate as one school under one Principal 

(Rector), the three Phases of Learning allow for age-appropriate learning and support. Drawing 

students from the northern suburbs of Brisbane, a common Franciscan philosophy and ethos 

underpins the vision and mission of both campuses. 

As a Catholic College, students are offered a number of co-curricular activities that reflect the aims 

and ethos of a school in the Catholic Franciscan tradition. These are listed and mentioned below: 

CAMPS 

Every Year Level has a camp experience at the College’s Outdoor Education site ‘Amaroo’. The 

activities vary and differ for each level and make different use of the facilities of the site and the 

surrounding local district (Lake Cootharaba and Noosa). Activities are structured according to the age 

and experience of the students and follow a predetermined theme. Inbuilt in the camp programs are 

activities of a reflective/spiritual nature complementing the theme. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVITIES 

As a Catholic Franciscan school, the values of social justice are seen as a critical part of the 

curriculum taught in the classroom (the formal Religious Education program) and as part of a range 

of extra-curricular activities offered to students.  

FUNDRAISING:  Students engage in a range of fundraising activities (see Social Outreach Activities) 

for various charities and community organisations with which the College has traditionally been 

associated (e.g. St Vincent de Paul), or that it sees as relevant to its mission as a Catholic school (e.g. 

Franciscan Appeal for Timor Leste).  

EDUCATIONAL: Often with many of the fundraising activities, an associated educational program is 

added to enhance the activity. This includes guest speakers to classes and assemblies or the inclusion 

of specifically designed lessons that complement the activity. These lessons are included in the 

Religious Education program taught during Religious Education lessons.  

IMMERSION EXPERIENCES  

OUTREACH: A number of opportunities are offered that allow for students to be immersed into other 

ways of life. Students in Year 12 are invited to roster themselves on for Rosie’s – Friends on the 

Street van or supporting Emmanuel City Mission. Students engage in conversation activities with 

clients of this service. Year 10 assist with the local parish ‘Good Samaritan’ group who provide a 

weekly respite activity for elderly residents within the local area.   

OTHER: Throughout the year a number of students from the College are invited/selected to 

represent the College at various student related conferences and gatherings. These events focus on 

areas of leadership, spirituality, values education, civics/citizenship and social justice. Every two 

years a group of Paduan staff and students embark on a Franciscan pilgrimage to visit sites in Italy for 

approximately 16 days.  The next pilgrimage tour is scheduled for 2023. 
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TIMOR LESTE SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP  

In 2006 Padua signed a special relationship agreement with St Francis of Assisi School to assist with 
its current rebuilding and staffing program. This school is administered by the Franciscan Friars and, 
therefore, shares a common mission with Padua. A designated fundraising and educational campaign 
is carried out each year.  Approximately $30,000 - $40,000 is raised each year to help support a 
range of projects to promote the Assisi School, from both an educational and capital perspective. 
Groups of students and staff visit the school on an ad hoc basis to participate in friendship building 
and exchanges of professional development.  
 

LITURGIES/WORSHIP SERVICES  

Throughout the year a number of religious services are conducted that complement the heritage of 

the College and its mission as a Catholic school. These services are organised as whole school, House 

or class activities. They reflect the religious, cultural and historical dimensions of the school and its 

patrons (St Anthony of Padua and St Francis of Assisi). 

FRANCISCAN COLLEGES INSTRUMENTAL PROGRAM (FCIP) 

The Franciscan Colleges Instrumental Program is an integral part of the life of the College. Its 

members are drawn from Padua and Mt Alvernia Colleges, and St Anthony’s Primary School, who 

come together to form the several different bands and ensembles within the program. These bands 

perform at College functions, community occasions, special performances, school musicals and local 

venues during the year. Approximately every two years, a tour is organized within Australia or to 

other locations (e.g. New Zealand) for one or more of the bands/ensembles.  

VOCAL ENSEMBLE 

A Vocal Ensemble operates as an extra group within the school. This group performs in competitions 

and various school functions. There are approximately 40 members in this group. 
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BENCHMARK RESULTS 
Summary Results of NAPLAN Tests 2022 

  

Year 5  Year 7  Year 9  

Padua  Aust  Padua  Aust  Padua  Aust  

Reading  525.5 609.7 563.8 542.6 605.7 577.6 

Writing  486.5 484.3 543.9 529.8 584 559.9 

Spelling  514 504.5 562.8 547.2 592.1 576.7 

Grammar & Punctuation  504 498.8 554.4 533.2 611.1 573.3 

Numeracy  512.2 488.3 580.3 546.3 617.3 584.4 

Year 12 Results – QCE 

COHORT SUMMARY 2021 2022 

Number of students awarded a Senior Education Profile 173 156 

Number of students receiving an ATAR, QCE, QCIA or VET Qualification 173 156 

Number of students awarded a QCE at the end of Year 12 169 153 

Number of students awarded a QCIA 0 0 

Number of students awarded a VET Cert I 27 18 

Number of students awarded a VET Cert II 60 53 

Number of students awarded a VET Cert III  63 68 

Number of students awarded a VET Cert IV 1 0 

Number of students awarded a Diploma 43 55 

Number of students who are completing or who have completed a school-based 
apprenticeship or traineeship 

7 36 

Number of students who completed at least one university subject 2 1 

Number of students who received an ATAR  116 94 

ATAR Rank 98.5 and above 5.5% 6.4% 

ATAR Rank 95 and above 13.8% 18% 

ATAR Rank 80 and above 56% 70% 

ATAR Rank 65 and above 85.3% 95% 

Number of Student with 6 A’s in General Subjects 10 8 

Number of students who attained 100% in a subject 0 0 

Percentage of QTAC Applicant receiving and offer 100%  100% 
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STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

On average, the attendance rate of students on any given school day was 90.9%. 

RETENTION RATES 

Below are listed the apparent retention (difference in number of students from Year 10 going through to Year 

12) rates for Padua College over the last five years. These calculations are provided by the Commonwealth 

Department of Education Science and Training. 

 

 Year 10  Year 12  

Year Enrolled Year Enrolled Year 10-12 Apparent 

Retention Rate (%) 

2011 161 2013 149 92.5% 

2012 176 2014 163 92.6% 

2013 178 2015 169 94.9% 

2014 173 2016 170 98.26% 

2015 179 2017 174 97.21% 

2016 170 2018 163 95.88% 

2017 135 2019 128 94.8% 

2018 170 2020 167 98.24% 

2019 178 2021 172 96.6% 

2020 158 2022 156 98.7% 

Current Retention Rate: 98.7% 

POST SCHOOL DESTINATIONS 
The Next Step Survey is a government survey which details the post school destinations of Year 12 

students in 2022. This is included as an appendix to this report. The appendix contains some of the 

more relevant pages appropriate to the Padua College context.  
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THE STAFF 

 
 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

In relation to staff development, Padua College concentrated on the following areas in 2021: 

• Restorative practices and building positive relationships; 

• Disability Standards for Education, Differentiation, and the National Consistent Collection of 
Data; 

• Engaging students in the Middle Years through subject specific pedagogies; 

• Consolidation of the new Queensland Certificate of Education; 

• Embedding Literacy across curriculum areas using Write That Essay as a framework. 
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Staff attended workshops, seminars, conferences, or training sessions in a variety of professional 
areas including: 

The average expenditure per teacher on professional learning at Padua College in 2022 was $1073. 

STAFF RETENTION 

Number of teaching staff in August 2015 Census 95.2 
Number of teaching staff in August 2016 Census 97.3 
Number of teaching staff in August 2017 Census 95.2 
Number of teaching staff in August 2018 Census 94.1 
Number of teaching staff in August 2019 Census 94.7 
Number of teaching staff in August 2020 Census 108.0 
Number of teaching staff in August 2021 Census 120.0 
Number of teaching staff in August 2022 Census 110.9 
 
7 teachers left Padua College between the census dates. Therefore, the retention rate for 2022 was 
93%. 

 

  

Restorative Practices Coaching and mentoring early career teachers 

Student Engagement (Middle Years focus)   Mentoring beginning Middle Leaders 

Cyber Security Training and Awareness Code of Conduct 

Curriculum focussed professional learning and collaboration Workplace Health and Safety 

Disability Standards for Education First Aid and CPR 

Differentiation Franciscan Spirituality 

Inquiry based professional learning – building precision in 
practice 

Literacy across the curriculum – Identifying and embedding 
literacy practices 

Professional reflection and goal setting  
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THE PARENTS 
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT  

At Padua College, parents have the opportunity to be involved in our school learning community in a 
variety of ways. Their involvement can involve formal settings or less formal and social 
opportunities. They can be involved in: 

• the Board of Directors of Padua College Ltd; 

• the Parents and Friends Association; 

• Organising parent engagement events; 

• attending a variety of Parent Information and Parent/Teacher Interview Nights; 

• attending House Eucharists; 

• assistance at Tuckshop and Uniform Shop; 

• assisting with sport, camps, excursions and within the classroom; 

• the Tutor Program (Years 5-7); 

• assisting in the libraries; 

• raising funds for music and sporting tours; 

• Padua Supporters’ Group. 

PARENT SATISFACTION SURVEY  

The College undertakes an annual Parents’ Satisfaction Survey. The results of this is shared with the 
College community through the College’s fortnightly newsletter as being used by the College Board, staff and 
College Leadership team to guide decision making and goal setting. The 2022 survey is incuded as an 
Appendix to this report. 
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APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 - Next Step post school destination survey 
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